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“SURVIVOR STEPS” REUNION MARKS TWO YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
 

Williamsville, NY (Saturday, July 16, 2016) – Cancer survivors and members of the 
“Survivor Steps Cancer Rehab and Recovery” team gathered at Millard Fillmore Suburban 
Hospital recently to celebrate the program’s two year anniversary. 
 
The survivorship program was launched in June of 2014 to serve the unmet physical and 
emotional needs of individuals with a current or previous breast cancer diagnosis. It was soon 
thereafter the program expanded to help those facing all cancers. 
 
Survivor Steps is currently the only nationally recognized STAR (Survivorship Training and 
Rehabilitation) certified program in the area.  The rigorous certification ensures that the 
therapists and clinicians complete extensive oncology training in their area of expertise. The 
advanced training allows the team to be more alert to impairments caused by cancer 
treatments and to address the emotional components that accompany this often devastating 
diagnosis.  
 
The celebration provided both patients and clinicians the opportunity to celebrate their success.  
 
“I love this program,” said one survivor.  “I wouldn’t be where I am today without it.”  
 
“I am so happy to be a part of this program, said Beatrice Bunea (Williamsville), a doctorate in 
physical therapy for Kaleida Health.  “It is wonderful to see their progress and the supportive 
relationships that they have formed with one another.” 
 
Fighting cancer is a battle that takes its toll on the entire body and Survivor Steps is designed 
to step in and assist individuals to prepare for the battle, or help them return to their previous 
level of functioning afterwards. 
 
“This is what Survivor Steps is all about,” said Donna Gefaller (Orchard Park), RN, MSN, cancer 
services coordinator at Kaleida Health.  “Treating the impairments that accompany cancer and 
providing a support network to rely on when they need it most.  Seeing each individual’s 
accomplishments is amazing and knowing that our team’s work has assisted them makes it 
even more special.”  
 
For more information about Survivor Steps visit www.Kaleidahealth.org or call (716) 568-3511. 
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